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ANNOUNCER: Those marvelous products of recent years -- rayon yearns, and 


rayon fabrics and the many plastic products like the new moticn 


picture film, phonograph records, imitation leather, and a host of other 
modern articles -- have their origin in wood, And they weren't derived 


simply by cutting down trees in the forest. No indeed. It took all the 


courage and wisdom of science = progressive scientific ressaroh, to perfor: 
these mircales in wood....in the! Forest; Products Laboratory at Madison, 
Wisconsin, Uncle Sam has the largest forest products research pliant in the 
world. And rizht now, ag in World War One, the men of the Forest Products 
Laboratory are giving all their scientific knowledge and time to the needs 
of our Army and Navy and the war industries for the conversion of ordinary 
wood into products of war. Their combined efforts are directed toward the 


production of the most efficient and most effective war materials possible 


in this age of sctence.... they are working day and night so that wood can »e 


made to play its full anc proper share in winning the war......... 
Now, once asain, to the Pine Cone National Forest where we find 
Jerry Quick still in charee of the district in the absence of Ranger Jim 


Robbins who's away on a special war assignment, Well, it's lunchtime on 


the Pine Cone and we join Jerry as he recounte to Jim's wife, Bess, his 


latest difficult moment. Here they are............. 
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*1. FADE IN CLATIER OF EATING UTENSILS - SUSTAIN 


2 JERRY: (FADING IN) The big bohunk. Thought he was smart getting me 
13. _ into an argument before Andy and all the ee down there at thea 
dg store, Well, I told him a thing or two even if he is the ehai cma 
ts, of the school board. | 
thes BESS: | Maybe Mr, Hudgins just wanted to tease you, Jerry. 
, JERRY: Tease me, nothing. Look, Mrs. Robbins, I wawoteY pint the boys 
“a. about Jim, see? About his trip to Washington and the forests - 

9. New England and about his telephone call from Minnesota last week 
720, | You know, all abeut where he’s been and what he's been doin' ee 
VM BESSs And about how upset he was over the waste and destruction he's 


run across so many places in the forests? 


Huh? How do you know what I was talkin' about? © 

( LAUGHS ) Jerry, you forgot there were other people in Andy's 
store at the time. 

Sufferin' catfish! Elmira....she heard it all? 

That's right. Elmira told me all about it. 

Yeah, and probably a lot of other people...anyway, then you know 
how I tolé Hudgins off finally? 

No. I guess Elmira didn't tell me that, Jerry. 

Well, I was telling the boys, like flmira said, about Jim's 
reaction to a lot of the poor lozging operations he's seen, and 
how it wasn't necessary, because with a little common sence ve 
could get out the wood for war we needed without all that wastes 

of foolish destruction. 


I don't see how there could be any argument there. 
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Pagé 4 
The boys were all with me. I'11 say thst for ‘en. But just about 


then Hudgins started in on me. He saic what I was advocating 


sounded to him like I wanted to obstruct things and interfere }\t) 
providing timber for the war. | 

What did you say then, jerry? 

Well, we went all over this conservation program of ours and I 
tfied to show him how important it is to control forest cutting 
these days, how important it is to make provision for timber 1: 
the future while we're providing the wood our war machine needs 
for Vietory today. He just couldn't see it. 

Was that when he asked you if the Forest Service soute go alone 
with cutting the foreste clean, destroying them completely if we 
had odo that to win the war? 

Yeah. That's when I got so mad I could've conked hin. 

How did you answer him, Jerry? 

I told him thatif it was absolutely necessary we'd give 
wverything we've got, forests and all, to win thie war, but that 
anybody that knew anything at all about forestry knew that it | 


wasn't necessary, and more than that, destroying our fores’ 


resources would be a good way to help lose the war. And that's 
absolutely true, Mrs. Roobins. The boys got a big kick out of 
that. | 

Yes, I know. And then Mr. Hudgine came over and shook your hand 
dicn't he Jerry? I know he did because Elmira saw the two of you 
shaking hands, Don't you see, Jerry? Mr. Hudgins wasn't a bit 
serious in his side of the argument. He wee just drawing you ont 


and making you own argument more forceful, and he was proud of the 


Ai: stand you took. I know. 
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Page 5 
Well, maybe so. He sure drew me out ell right. Believe me, 
Mrs. Robbins, for a moment there I was mad enough to sock him and 
I would've too, if he wasn't Mary's boss. | 
Say, have you heard from Mary since she arrived in Chicago? 
Yeah, Got a letter this morning. Her sister's feeling beste, so 
Mary gaid she thought she'd try to run up to Madison and see Jim 
before he leaves the Forest Products Laboratory. E should've 
told you before now. 
That's all right, Jerre. You've had e great deal on your mincs.. 
I guess Jim is probably at the Laboratory today. I hope Mary 


dces get a chance (FADE) to see him there...... 


PARE IN WHIR OF MACHINERY IN BACKGROUND 


(FADE IN) Well, Mary, I'm sure glad you got to come up this way 
while I was here. Seeing you here 1s one of the nicest thinss 
th:.t's happened tae on this trip. 

(LAUGHING) You're still the same old flatterer, Mr. Robbins. 
But I like it. 

What I want to know te. ..how in the world did you ever get into 
this building? Visitors aren't allowed in here nowadays. 

Well, it was a job I can tell you. The guard at the mntrance 
checked and rechecked a dozen times before he told me I could see 
you, And I had to promise him I waldn't leave this floor, 

Well, soitas here any way. There's a lot of interesting things 


right here on this floor that you might like to sea, 
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I'd never be able to face my schoolchildren back in Winding Creek 
if I muldn't tell them a little something at least about the 
Foreet Products Laboratory. 
Well, there's something over there that farm folks in particu. ar 
would enjoy knowin’ about. 
You mean that odd arrangement of logs on those wooden horses iner: 
Yep. Those are poste, Mary, ordinary fence vosts. 
Why are they placed on a slant? 4nd what's the idea of those 
tubes attached to the upper end of each one, Mr. Robbins? Anc¢ 
those large bottles turned upside down into the tuts? 
The whole thing's a new kindof gpedaavabiee treatment the Lab 
men are working on, Mary. See the liquid in those bottles? 
Yes? | 
Well, that's a chemical that's got a high power of penetration. 
It drips down on the inside of the hose into the ends of the post 
gee, until it's well absorbed through the wood. The idea is to 
get a post that'll last a long time, without rotting. 
But I thought they treated posts and eres with creosote, 
| Yep, That's right. Creosote's about the best stuff that’s been 
found to preserve wood, But don't forget, Mary, creosote's 
had to get these days and the boys here at the Lab think it 
might be st41l harder to get as the Wer goes on. The foresters! 
job here is to fine other L&- cost preservative treatments 
tuat'll serve to do the job for now. That's what the boys are 


working on. 
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Page t 
I see.. What's that great big funny-looking machine that's 
running now in that other room, there? The one that*@ shaking 
do? | 


You mean the shimmy machine? Yeah, that's what the boys call 


G'mon let's look ‘er over. 


ON LOUDER SINGLE MACHINE OCCASIONAL THUMP 


There's a wooden box in there, Mr. Robbins, my, it's getting 
teriffic shaking and thumping, isn't 1t? 

Yep. One of the most important jobs here in the laboratory, 
Mary, has been the work on boxes and other shipping containers 
made outa wood, The men here work out ail kinds »f box 
specifications and construction. Tt's their job to find the 
kind of wood and the strongest and most efficient designs tit 
ean go into boxes for shipping war naterials. 

And this shimmy machine here? 

It's sne of several testing outfi.s we've got here in trae Lab. 
That box is there is being tested to see if it can take it, 

to see if it's strong enough to stey together under all kinds 
of rough handling. 

Well, that's specially interesting, Mr. Robbins, but you know 
something? | . 7 

What's that? 

Well frankly, I'm....well, on the whole...I'm a little disapooin 


Disappointed? 


- 


sofas onmgiaeb tnstoltte saow Bris Jeopnotsa edd S12 boow to ae 


. eal eri ne eiad Jos ev' ew we Ltdyo iad fersvea to en tyr 


oan ‘mM gov one aera oma ‘gntteetetat tistosas etaass fLev 


loc qasne efidil 2 m'l...efonw ond no Low. « wath thine, 


inedbAtaee uniggkda redi0 Eas asxod no tow eas nosd ead ,\call - 


| ébate Die yo Day venveges Yete oF dawone gnotes: eter ‘ti ssa of 


Tale eno ect ‘Sesaits (BOOT nenso dots ot wort gains: | 
the | | fob. 
“9 eyoc edd tedw a" tedg ,fiseX Sent doam yonide edt asem 0% 
favo te’ Aool a "Jef nom! D i 
GuUHT JAMOT@ADDO BUIKOAM BUDMre Facuo. Mo ‘eutaa 
‘J3en e'd2 .em yaniddah .aM ,exteds at kod neboow 8 a's iéat 
fot D'nat Badgqmusas ona yritdeda SLtIises 


“noderoc al ent at ered adot InadTogms taom eu to end ge 


xod t abnta {fs due Axow ered a9m ont -boow aggo ebati 


uid SHlt of dol ated? e's? no tdouttenco bas enotdss tttoege ne 


elatred ar "teaw gntqatcs. 20% aexod oda! 0g ao 


“Sensi eatdoom yamtde tds ba 
JL ead nao Gf tL ose ot beveor gated at erorid el xod send 


santibasd diguot 304 


FP gntdtenoe — i. | 
Z Stade at asait 


Page 8 


en 
Ma 


Yes, I know there's some mizhy important work going on here,ané. 
all these men at the work tables and all these different kinde of 
machines...well, I know each one is doin: an tmsortant job. I can 
see now carefully they have to watc1 end adjust all the levers anc 
meters and all and I know that it takes time to work out the 
experiments, but, well...... 

What are you driving at, Mary? . 

Well, it's not néartly as éramatiic or exciting as I olidmred it 
would be in here with a war on...... 

Mary, science isn't all drama. It takes long herd, patient hours 


of work to get the fine results. Sometimes things don't work out 


ITrealize that, Mr. Robbins, but...on, well, I guess I expected 
to see the imoossible..men putting a log into a machine and 
presto, out comes a full flgvec airplane or something. 

Well, something like that is taking place, but not that simoly, 
Mary. ) 

I know...it's just that I expected something different. 

O.K., young lady if it's a dramatic example you want ts trot 
along with me, right efter lunch. There's a circus in town, 
and I want you to see an elephant act that's scheduled (FADE) 


for this afternoon. 


-Paus 3 
+. “FADE Iv CIR CUS BAND, CROWN BACKGR UND, SUSTADN : 

MARY: | Oh, this is exciting, Mr. Bobbins, but I don't understand what it 
ae "has to do with...... 
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TRUMPETING OF ELEPHANTS 


a You will ‘n a minute, Mary. Here. Let's stand here near the 
elephants. They'll probably put the «ct on in thet oven spot 
right there in front. 


MARY: Say, aren't some of those men from the laboratory coming this 
f way, Mr. Kopbins? 
JIM: That's right. (CALLS) Hello there, Cap! (STRAIGHT) Cap Winslow's 


director of the Lab, mary. He didn‘. see me, I suess too busy 

calking to that elephanttrainer. 

‘10, MARY: Look, Mr. Robbins, One of the men 4s putting that shiny piece of 

‘ metal acrogs those two railroad ties there, 

2. JIM: That's not metal, Mary. Its wood... .well, a form of wood any wy. 

MARY: But it's so smooth and polighed looking. I can't believe it's 

s really wood. _ : 

q JIM: Slick as plano finish, huh Mary? Well, it's wood all right ana 

Lo. that's just.the way it comes out when the boys at the Lab..... 

‘| 17. M@RY The trainer's bringing one of the elephants over twoard it..the 
largest elephant in the herd. 

: Yep. They said they -ere goin' to use an 8thousand pounder. 
That's four tons of animal standing there, Mary, Now we'll 
s-e if that Little ciwee of wood can take it. 


MARY: - Oh, no. You don't mean they're going to make thst -reat big 


elehant stand on that little plate of wood. Why, it's so small 
and iu's »80 thin, Mr. Robbins. 

ae! Yep, not much more'n 24 inches square I'd say, and not over an 
inch thick. That's what they':e going' to dc. Mary. Watch now. 


: See? The trainer' 8 tap-ing the elephants leg. There goes one 


pes? on the plate. 
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They shouldn't do th:t, Mr. Robbins. The poor elephant might 
hurt himself. 


Don't worry! That elephant won't fall off..Well:.there goes ‘he 


i other front foot. 
SCATTERED APPLAUSE, OFF 


MARY: I'm almost afraid to look. 


eee es 


No, wetch this, Mary. This cughta be something yo can tell 


your kids back home about, There! He's up on it, ali four feot. 
(APPLAUSE) See, it's bent just a little in the center, that's 
all....What's Cap Winslow shaking his head for? 

He's pointing to where the elephants feet are lapping over the 
edge of the wooden plate. 

Yep, that's right. Look, the tainer's goin' to make that old 
elephant stand up on 21s hind legs.(GREAT AP°LAUSE) vy George. 
he made it, full weight...See, up on Als hind legs, waving his 
trunk in the alr...Well, Mary, what's close to 4 tons of weight 
on that little plece of wood, and she didn't break. | 
It's almost unbelievable, Mr. Robbins. But what in the world 

.8 1t? What did they do to that piece of wood to make it so 
etrong? 

It's what they call comoregnated wood, Mary. Actually it's a 
whole bunch of wood layers or veneers specially treated & presce: 
together under tremedous orehures. The Forest Service Laboraior: 
developed it, named it, and introduced it to engineers all over 


the country. 
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It certainly must be strong. What is it used for, this 
compregnated wood? 
Well, that's a test piece of material that's going into propellor 
Mary, propellors for tr-ining planes for Uncle Sam's fighting ‘en. 
Well, I guess you've kept your promise, Mr. Robbins. This is 
certainly as dramatic an ‘example of the Laboratory's work as 
I could want to sce. 
I dunno, Mary. This was just a little test for the benefit of 
some investigators visiting here. ‘the real drama will take 
place out there on the fightingline when American fliers neet 


the enemy and knock . ‘em out of the sky. 


USICAL : FINALE 


Next week Ranger Jim tackles a fire-training job in the Pacific 
Northwest which is preparing nw like all the Western resi 
coutnry for the most critical fire season in forest history... 
Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers comes to you each Friday during the 
Farm andHome Hour with the cooperation of the Forest Service 


United States Department of Agriculture. 
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